Classical Symbolism

	Name
	AKA
	Identified By

	Apollo
	
	The god of music, was shown with a lyre.

	
	
	

	Artemis
	Diana
	Goddess of the hunt, often had a crescent moon. 

	
	
	

	Athena
	Minerva
	An owl accompanied the goddess of war and wisdom. 

	Demeter
	Ceres
	Goddess of the harvest, stalks of wheat. 

	
	
	

	Dionysus
	Bacchus
	Known as the god of wine and fertility, wore grape leaves and/or grapes in his hair, and often appears effeminate. 

	Bacchante
	
	Bacchante maidens had grape leaves in their hair. 

	
	
	

	Eros
	Cupid
	 God of love, had bows and arrows and was sometimes shown with other animals. 

	Hebe
	
	Zeus’s daughter was shown feeding her father in the form of an eagle (Zeus).

	
	
	

	Hermes
	Mercury
	A messenger for the gods, wore wings on his hat & often has a lyre.

	
	
	

	Poseidon
	Neptune
	The god of the sea, held a trident.

	Three Graces
	Three charities
	were the daughters of Zeus.

	
	
	

	Three Muses
	
	(or individual muses) appear with musical instruments. 

	
	
	

	Psyche
	
	The bride of Cupid (Eros), wore butterfly wings in her hair or on her shoulder, was a common gift from a man to his beloved.

	
	
	

	Rebecca at the Well
	
	A common motif in the 1860s, depicts a woman, a well, and a bridge.  

	Zeus
	
	Chariot, thunderbolts and was often accompanied by an eagle. 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


